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"ATOMGRAD" No. 1 ]

The moat impertant Soviet atomic center ie located %00 kme. from the

Iranian borders ‘

: About ten kilometers from Yerevan, capit=1 of Soviet Armenia, tho
; newly built highway which runs in a northeasterly direction elong the .
J ia.nga River valloy is blocked off. Russian police carcfully examine
docwnents and bolongings of travelers. All ronde and paths brenching

off tho highway are patrolled.

The area between Alugo;" and the Kanakiri Mountaine is rostricted
and guarded by membors of the N.K.V.D. This area, which ies located at
YZ;.;.WM
approximately 50 kilomoters north-ocast of ., containns the villagos
Gyumwg 4 @ e -
of oh, Alhitd, Knnak&:i, nnit Senelgevs  Specially selocted N.K.V.D.
agents nro ossignod to arrost and take t¢ their noarest post any poroon

not authorized to entor the snid villoges, and to shoot thono who ro-

sist capture.

It ig otil) imposeidle to detcrmine exactly whon the Politburo de~
cided to set uu an atomic center in this gone. But todoy the atomle
v 4
1‘ ingtallations in the Giunmah-}.khti-xnna.kgl-Sankigay arca aro the moat

powerful in the Soviet Union.

L

The nroblem of electrifying such o vest atomic center prevented its
being set up in Siberia. Electrification arrangements in Siberia would

have boon too difficult and time consuming, Soviet Armonia, on bhe other

2,
hand, with its ¥anga velloy water resources offered bettor possibilities

for providing the necessary electric powor. Toward the end of 1946 all

industries in Soviet Armenim were subjected to a strict rationing of olec-

tric power, which would perheps indicate that the atomic center began ,

to operate at that time.
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This center, which is called ATOMGRAD Ne. 1 by virtue of ite im=-
portance, is under the direet adminiatrative contrel of the central efflce

of the ¥.K.V.Ds

Full powers were roported to have been given perscnally to Beria

PRI

by Stalin for the reorultment of the neceseary scientists and other por=

gonnel, the procurement of materiel, and the supervision of uranium
Jlél\y-rhev, Oéwﬂthkhyd’

supplies obtained from the mince of celekwena, Bud-Ohenshedn, Tiflls,

and Soviet Georgia, Thims informution wae received from comparatively

important U.K.V.D. officiale and solontists aasnlgned to ATOMGRAD NHO.1.

It is confirmed that a largo part of the instellationg for physiocal

experimonts woro romoved fron Gorsany awd reassombled in ATOMGRAD No. 1.

Since April of 1949 the Soviot golontiatn Joffo and Komorov end thoir !
aspintants Flerov and Petrzhnk have boon at the 15&:159\ valley installations.
They are alno acolated by a group of oxperienced young Soviot soiontists
an well as by Gorman eclontintn, who were recruitod and transferrod by
tho Soviet ocoupation authorition in Gormany. Their names romain a

¥ clonoly gunrded secret.

b
i The Yanga valley inatallations comprise four great units, locatoed

| & a
|§ rospectively at Kanakgt. G}umush. AlhtX, ond. Sankigay. These unito are
f
}%} connected by a road which originatas at tho head of the Yerevan highway.
4
fi' This ares contains three amall but well equipped airports, with many con-

) erete runways, managed by the N.X.V.D. Transport planes of the ¥.KeVeDe

are used exclusively.

Each unit of the atomic center is located on the outekirts of its
. corresponding village. A1l units src eimilar to each othor in thoir
[ general outline; they conelst of enorméus reinforced concrete buildinge
enclosed by a reinforced concrete wall, which is one metor in width and

from five to seven meters in height. Each unit has a single entrance,

. -2 =
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whioh 1g heavily guarded day and night. In additien, at five hwdred
meter intervala on the wall thera are turrets which are manned hy N.K.VeDe

guards at all tiwes.

Reyond tha enclosure, the firet dmilding encounterod dirootly oppo= .

gito to the entrance houses the M.K.V.D. detachment, It is & ono-story

building., All persons and aaterials ontoring tho grounds mot pass by

this duilding. All poreonncl, meiontdstn inalunded, aro carofully idonti~-

fiod and soarched at the end of each work chift. The N.K.V.D. building

also houseg the technlcal director in charge of operations anl his closest
collnborntors, who munt bo considered virtual prisonors, for thoy cannot

go anywhoro without propex authorization, If ouo of them han to loave

the enclosure, an N.K.V.D. automobile and nrmod guard aro ploood at hie

disponal,

Tho rosoarch laboratorios are found beyond the N.XK.V.D. bullding.
They conoiat of macsive structures whlcl occupy large arond. Fow struc-
tures, howevur, aro as high as 20 m. The research, study, oxperlmnent,
and storage rooms are all underground. In all probability ATOMGRAD No. 1
ig the largost atomic rescarch contor in the world, Jjudging by the number
of persons employed tharc. Acoording to our sources, tho Sukingay wnlt
alone (known as J=7), whero the raw natorial recoives a proliminary re-
fining treatment, omploys ovor 165,000 persona in threo dally ehifte,
nanely G A.M., 1 By, and 9 Pe Tho cgumosh unit (W-86), which en-
gagos in the rofinoment of uranium, the soparation of imotope 235, and the
extraction of plutonium, employs nearly 10,000 porsons in throe daily ,
ohifts, namely 6 A.M., 2 Pu., and 10 P.M. ho Kanakisd unit (Ke<3), .
which engages in plutonium rogearch, employe nearly 20,000 persons in i
three daily chifts, mamely 7 A.M., 8 P.M., and 11 P.i. The Mcht& unit ;
(X-83), which consists of research, study, and medical training sections,

employs over 25,000 persons in throe deily shifts, namely 8 A.M., 2 PM.,

and 12 P.M, *

-3 -
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Fach building and department likewise has a specific code symbolj

ita own partioular employees, who are not allowed to leave their working

| areas throughont the duratien ef their shifte. In addition, scientists
ansigned to different units way net exchange information. This undoub tod-
1y retafds the progreas of opor«tions, but thie does not seem to concoera

the Seviet officialea.

There are ovar 70,000 persens at the four unlta of the ;ﬁnsa Valloy
atomic center. Rolatively few of them, however, enjoy & freo bargain-
ing pooition and aro engoged to worl on a contract basis. This group
coneists montly of polentists and technioclans nunbering lens than 15,000
The remainder comprises deportees and former prisoners of war, who are
mootly of Gormen, Italian and Rumanian nationality. Theyanjoy, however,
several important privileges not usually gronted to prisoners in concen=
tration camps. Thoy work only C hours a day, rocoive plontiful and nowr=
iphins food, and occupy the homes vacated by the loonl population when
the ATOMGRAD project was initiated. In addition, one portion of thoir
wegen is given to thew, while the remainder is deposited at the admin-
1atrative office. Those savings prosumably will be tunned over to the
workers at the time of their eveatual release. Some movie houses and
thoaters are in operation in the nearby villages, where the most deserv=
ing workers are taken from tlme to time under the atrict surveillance of
their guards. Inutructive meetings, schools, and political lectures are
also made available to the workers. On the other hand, work deflclencies
and disciplinary violations are punished by long poriods of solitary con= ;
finement, pay cuts, and suspension of food and amugement privileges. In
more serious cases, where there may be found even the slightest suspl-
cion of oaspionage, the workers are shipped to a regular prison or con=
centration camp. The strictest measures posuible, in fact, are taken
to prevent word of what is teking place in the Sanga valley from reach-

ing the outside world. ;
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The scientiets of ATOMGRAD Na. 1 receive as meh technical asele=

tance as possible. The necessary inatruments and other equipment are

placed ab their disposal. The findings of rosearch conduoted by wniver=

sities and other oultural inatitutions are made available to them as

voll. Tho eoientists, however, work end live in an atmosphere of suspi=

slon; even a minor quest lonablo situation usuwally means the end of nmolen= %

tiste who come under suspiolon.

unit chiofs and laborers included, is kept under congtant

med agents of tho ¥.K.V.D, actually

Everyone,

surveillanco by the ¥.K.V.D. Ar

keop guard over toolmicians, chomiste, olectrical engineors, and all

othor employecs throughout their working hours.

sonnel of ATOMGRAD No. 1 compricen noarly 5,000 women, mont

1 dutios in tho four hospitals

The per

of whom are deportees. They porform menie

(ono in oach village), in schools, rocrontion oonters, nnd moge hallse

Comparatively few women, who are graduates of universitien and higher

technical ochools, are enyloyed in gome departmonts of the atomic energy

installations, Thoy ero houged.in soparate dormitories, but are allowed

et with mele employeos after working hours. It

YR

to come into social conta

ip reported, in fuct, that thus far nearly two hundred marriages have

talken place at ATOMGRAD No. 1, which seems to indicate that family 1ife

Some Soviet pcientists have even guc=

coeded in obtaining authorization to take their families to the atomic

conter, where they are housed in separate homes.

lé 1g nob entirely imposeible there.
}
}
|
]
' nearly 20,000 persons

A
The former inhabitents of the Ranga valley,

were compelled to leave their homes end most of their belongings

1 project was initiated, They wore

in all,

4mmediately before the ATOMGRAD No.

transferred o Siveria or the Ukraine, where they sattled in villages

| and ﬁolkhozes.

H
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HIn saveral departinents of W-66 (¢iwmeh) the employees report for
duty equipped with gan masks. Two or three times a weok an alarm ie

sownded and everyone participates in gas drille.

1t iv imposaible to dctermine the true nature of the operatione which
aro boing oarried on at Gaumunh. Some depaertments emit ethor and am~
monia odors; othors send forth tho almont imperceptible hun of gonerators
in action, The Qquipmont of those dopartmente coneistn of a maze of
stool and coyper tubes, ond a very large munber of valves and dialo of

the moct disparate and peoullar typos.

It is impossible to loarn anything directly from the enmployees for
the followipg ronasnnn: 1) employces are abaolutely forbidden to dipocuus
thoir worl: even among thomselves; violators are yunished moust severelyi
2) employees know nothing beyon! their own dutles, and even sclontists
may not be anproached by unauthorized persons under any circumstances;
3) 4t ip not lmown whether the products of W-66 sre shippod to the other

units of ATOMGRAD No. 1 or elsewhere."

It is learned from anothcg%eport that "all the materials required by
the installations of J-7, W-66, Kz-3, and X-83 are dhipped there from
Yorevan bv means of truck convoys. The MN.K.V.D. supplies all drivers,
porters, and armed guards. Tope convoys always hove a single deotinam
tion and malke no intermediary stops. Their arrival is usually preceded
vy e stiffening of gecurity measures at the point of destination. The
5O km. streteh of road from Yerevan to the atomic unite is constantly
patrolled. All traffic other than the convoys themeelves is halted, and
small planes reconnolter the skios above. On days when new shipments

- B -
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E are expected, the antiairerait batteries of the atomic unite eoncerned
|
l are made ready for action.
' ! Some equipment reachaes ATOMGRAD No. 1 by air. This type of trans=-
|
; portatien ia used nostly for preclsion instruments. \
|
1t has been impossible thus far to lesrn by what memne and routes
uranium supplies reach the atomlo inetellationes *

The producte of the various atomic unite are shipped in large trucks,
which alwaye ge in pairs under considerable armed excort. On such ooca=

glons security mosswres along the route are ad atrict as they oan be.

1t hae beon poonible tn learn that these trucks bypass Yorevsn, and
head in a northeasterly direction. Thoy gonorally talke tho Tiflle high-
way. In the vieinity of Yersvun tho truck orows and thoir omcorts are
replaced by nev personnel. Tﬁe new egcorts arc gencrally emaller in num=
ber than tho preceding ones. Tho firast crown and enscorting partlics re-
purn immediatoly to thelr statione. They arc not pormitted to cnnverse

with anyone."

- -
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Life at ATQUGRAD Ho, 1

, ’ We gather from the fow police reporte whieh we have been able to
! view, that life at ATOMGRAD Wo, 1 is generally gloomy and painful, alw

though 1t has ite rare moments of pleasantnean,

For inatance, the police detuolusent of unit W-66 (G?muush) roceived
a communication on 12 Docomber 1948 to the offeot that during tho night
A woman employed at the moss hall of the first work shift had given birth
to a babv girl. The commnaioation doserilbod the moth:r as a native of
Romanlcovo in Ukralne, who hed worked in o concentration cnap in tho Ural
region for a yoar snd hall been in the employo of W-Gii for aix months,
Tho commmnication added thuit thic was tha firost rocorded childbirth at
W-66, but gave no indication a: to whother any spocial arrangemento

would be made to care for mother and child.

A fow days lncaqxhe police of W-66 propared a monthly report, which

! stated thut during tho preceding month (November) 246 casen of illness
wore reported, 138 of which wore successfully troated in the local in-

; firmaries within a few days, while the remainder roquired hospitalization,

‘ Meanwhile, therc oceurred 5 deaths: one was accidental; four wore due to
illness. Police officials perforied ¥ marriagse ceremontes, 6 of which
involved devortees, ineluding a 29 year old German electrician named
Rudolph Gelsser, born in Weimar, and captured by the Russisng at Kiro-

vograd in 1943, The goventh marriege involved two Russian frae workers.,

A couplo desiring to be morried munt apply in writing to the local

police office. Their application mist bear the signatures of two wWite
nesces ond contain affidavite signed by the applicants! supervisors. If .
: the application is accepted, the applicante undergo a complete phyaicai !
examination and are joined in marriage by a police official, who entexrs ,
their names in a speciel register and authorizes them to live togethor

-8 -
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in & house of hie choosing, After the marringe gereniony, the newlyweds

proceed to their home, where thoy await their next work shift,

Only one marrisge was reported from Sankigay (J=7) during Novomber
1048, Beveral casoe of illnese, ineluding a serioge poliomyelitie oace,
ooowrod at Akhti (X=83). A total of 9 deatkrs, including 4 aceidental
onos, wae reported from Kannkf‘i. 4 Lithuanian doporteo employed at XKan=

ak‘ii wan reported to the diaoiplinéry committee.

The 1948 Christman season bdrrught no change in routine at ATOMGRAD
No.1. Zhere wele no vork stoppagos, no spooiol monus, and no religious
servicen, & ghort roport nrepexrod by the police detachment of unit
X-83 on 1 Joanwary 1940 stated that a grown of Italian nrironers of war
woro found in a drunken state in dormitory No. 101'9 by a police squad
on night duty., Tho mource of the Yodke drunk by the Ibalian workers
could not be ancertained. Several charwomen and a Rugsian enployes were
found to havo Loon molested. This roport was particularly intercsting,

becauso it contained a footnote which read "no action talten."

Let uas turn now to the individual filen kept on the "eitizens" of
ATOMGRAD No. 1. The following information han been extractod at random
from the voluminous records maintained by the police detechments of the

various atomic units,

The firet file to reach ue deals with "mechanic Pietr Soryatchulk,
born at Tischaneka (Don district) on.12 March 1913." He ie a "free'
worker employed by unlt X-83 since 2 February 1949; receives 285 rubles
gross every fifteon days; is housed in a dormitory for men; and is en-
titled to extra food retions becouwse he performs heavy work, Thig flle,
which is brought up to date every two weeks, stotes furthor that Soryat-
chuk is a serious-minded and conscientious worker, whose conduct is sabige
factory in every way. Often he requosts overtime duty and roceives double
pay for each overtime hour, which is paid to him by separate payroll.

-9 -
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His contract ealle for a three=year term of duty. It is very likely
i that at the end of his first year of duty he will be promoted to the
' i position of section supervieor with a salary inerease to 410 or 3a0
i rubles per Pay reriod. It must be adnitted that this is quite a sum, I

considering the fact that foed, lodging, and elothing are paid for by
the administyntion. Soryatechuk's file goom on to nay that he heowne
a membeyof the Commniet Tarty in 1996, but wes not very aative, He
served in a Nugsinn antiaireratt artillery wnit dwring World War II and
became orippled an a rosult of a serious log wound., His political odue-

eatlon 1n elomentary end hic politidal contributions almont nil.

Anothor file doals with "anasistant chomint Valter Getz, born at
Sanrbruck on O June 191L"; former Gorman priconer of war; formor nergoant
paratroopor; woundod: and capturcd at Voroshilovgrad; deported to ATOM=
GRAI Mo. 1 from a concontrntion cam- followiny; his applicntion for om-

ploymont datod 16 November 1948. Gotz works at X-83, Ho in a dependable

and accwrate worker, and in well liked by his superiors. Ho han had

good politicul truining and hao applied for memborship in tho Commnigt
Party. Ho in currently teling entramce exauinations. After working

hours. he always attends political mootings where ho often dolivers npoochos

to his fellow doporteou.

Another filo doncorns "mochnnic Alfred RadchkotzeJ, born in Prague

e A,

on 27 Augunt 1898, Rugsian citizen since 1030"; froe worker; employed by

a munitions plant near Denpropetrovek before signing a 3-year contract

with Unit X=-83, Radclotze) is o good worker with excellent political

training. Ho also holds o ponition &n the propagenda office of the local

P

Oomminint Party noction. He is married, but has no children. Hies wife,

a Rusnion nationol, also works at X-83.

It weuld appeer, from the foregoing that 1ife im not too difficult
for the "eitizens" of ATOMGRAD Mo.l, and this may well apply to some of

thom; but we possess & great doal of information to the contrary.
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Tor instance, the file dealing with J. Lenokwhis, a Lithuanlen
"lavorer", age &3, shaws that he was deported to ATOMGRAD ¥o. 1 from
a ooncentrition oamp, where he had been kept in melitary eonfinemoat
for a total of wearly two years as a result nf verious offenses charged
ageinst him, He was assigned to worl as a laborer in a wayehouse of unit
¥-83, The rile desorives him as "intelligent and learned", but "anti-
communiat" and "inclined to Fascist sontiments'. Decidod attomuts have
been male to "eonvert" Leonkwtiz to Oommunist doctrines at the concentra=
tion camp as woll ve at ATOMGRAD lfo, 1, but he etill refuces to give in.
Ho arrived at unit X-83 on 7 April 1949 and was soon reprimended for
"poor offort". Ho won asuigned to a dormitory occupied by Ruscian, Gore
men und Lithuanian deportecs, and immediantely undertoolz to "mubvert" his
roommatos. Ho alszo carrdéed on a violont anti-bolshevik campalgn among
the workers of his department. Tho young Lithunnian deportoc ie kmovn
to have attucked the atomic rosearch activitics of ATOMGRAD MNo. 1 in
his "eubversive'speoches. He im quoted ms having delivered the following
spoeci: to hin roommates. "We have boon deported here because we have
had the cowraze to oppose their filthy regime, or rather because we heve
been naive enough to toll them exactly what we thought of their several
theories. Thus they have captwred us and mt us to work for the streng-
thening of their own system, just zs the Mazis onee did. But could it
be that we are working for the cause of jeace? Or bullding hospltels,
roads, and houses? Not at all, we, tho arch enemies of Russia, are
actually forced to meke atomic bombs, with which she will oppose the
bombs of thope other fine humanitarien gentlemen in the United States.
We are compoelled to provide this colossal destructive madhine wibh
the dendllest moans of destruction. The H hour of the bloodiest of all
wars is to be determined by owr present activities. We know, therefore,
exactly what we are working for: wex; we know for whom we are vorkings
the architect of chaos; and we knov apainst what we are working: human
freedom and dignity. Then what can we dot We can{ do nothing to stop
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this destructive nachine, but we can refuse to ¢ ntribute te the prepare=

tion of the greatest of all orimes: better still, we can retard thie pro-

paration.!

The forezsing appears underlined in red and boars the notation"in= !
citoment to sabotage." The file also includes & gonversation which took
place once ia a storage room guring working hours botweon Leonkwtiz and

a police informer, wherin they are identificd as WL" and "I respectively.

L - Thoro is no way of avertinz World War III. Wo aro not informed
here, but it may well be that war alroady han broken out somowhore,

althouzh not in Russis.
1 - How oan you say that? Wo hove no news Iron tho outéide world.

I - If RBugsia were engaged in var, you would sco & tremendous dis=-

play &f armed might in thie area....
I - Then, according to yow, thers munt be war.

L - Yot according to me. According to the Soviet system. Bosides
the fact that all dictatorsilne load to war, the Soviet resime
wante wer, total and abdoluto war, for that rogime necds such a

war in order to survive and initimte the true Soviet way of living,
At any rate, what is being produced here ig a clear indication of
the intentions of Stalin and his comrades. Atomic bombs arc not
made for the purpose of spreading the doctrines of a political party,

much less to cure hay fover.. . |

1 - It mey be arguod that they aro belng produced in order to coun-

terbalance atomic devolopments in the Unlted States. ’

L - Certainly; but that doos not alter the fact that we are Justi=

£ied in our belief that thus far a new world war has been averted \

only because the Soviet Unlon does not as yet consider Llts atomic 1.

armament oqual to that of the Unitnd states."
- 12
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It would be difficult to relate hare all the reports turned in by

i

the verious informers manigned te obaerve young Leonkwtiz, It is deewed

advisable, therefore, to give only the lest avallable rerert, which fol=

lows in outline form,

At the end of h&s shift he did not leave with the others, as isg
oustomary. He remeined in the storage area for nearly ten minutes. An -
immediate check was made, snd it was dlscovered tlat several pleces of
machinery had been moved to new positione. (Autlor's notei Anparently,
every inptrument and too) in apoigned ite own oartioular storsze space
in order to avert harmful delaye) It ie probsble that soveral spare
parte of... .(Authovs noto:  inconprehonsibdle names, porhaps, of machinos

or instrumonts) wore found danaged."

The introductory part of the report onds with the statoment that
Leonlwtis oporates alono., KHis fellow workoros listen to him willingly,

but do not follow him for fear of being susnected dy the police.

"In the dormitory youns Leonkwtiz stands closo to the entrance whon
! he haranguos his roommaten, in order to hear approaching stons and wuldi-
1y dieband hie audience. He says: "We munt do something at all costs.
Ve mant ston boing their accomplices. They hurt us; we muat endeavor to
hurt them. It would be a groat satisfaction to us to ansail our guards
vut that would be impossidle. It is better, thorefore, simply to retard
operctions. Sonetimes & triviel oversight can causc production to slow
up connidersbly. "hat does 1t cort us? And besidos, it affords us the
opportunity to dupe their perfect organization. When they begin to sus-
pect us, wo interrupt our game temporarily, only to rosume it at a more
opportuns time.!" |

(Informex's Comment): “ome of his listeners tell him that he is mad; ]

others laugh. Leonkwtiz becomes excited. They tell him 6 stop hils acti- i, f
vities, lest he cause difficulties for everyone. Leonkwitiz beging to in-
sult the government end the police. The approaching steps of the roving

patrol puts an end to tho sossion.M 1 !
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At the end of the report the following words appear underlined in
‘ redi "Charge & with sabotage." The report ia dated 11 June 1P42.

What became of the yours Lithuenien rebel? What moral did his fel=

it <

1ow vorkeve derive from hie ocane!l

The story of engineer Schvadkyan is aleo pignificent, Hie file ie

kopt in the office of the police detachment of W-66 at Glwmigh, It reads ’
Bngineor Fiodorovich Schvadkyan, born atb Tiflis on 9 September 1801;

former chicf of the assombly dopartmont of the United Industrizl Planto

of Mokeyewka; sentencod to B yoars of deportation on chargos of inef-
ficiency." #n explanabory noto stntes that thie inofficiency reforred
montly to low-quallty naterial produced by hie dopartmont. He arrived
at W=66 on 7 Docomber 1948 after coveral months of impriconment in o
prison locatud in Stalino provinco. Ho was accigned to the asseubdly
of machinery. Ho proved to be on oxoellent worlerc and, after & fow

montha at W=66 was put in chergo of o soction and given a good salal'y.

The firct not appoaring in this file states: "Excellent workers;
expert in his woxk; romarkeble influence on his covorkers; hipghly effi=-

‘ cient. Hio previous punishment has had a noticeable effoct on him; it

!
t i ig evident thnt he ip anxious to effect a rehrbilitetion.”

Tho second note, addod after Schvadkyan's promotion, reads: 'Satig=

factory in every respect. His section 1ls one of the most efficlient in

W=66, Groat ability to gupervise work and donl with his subordinates.

Excellent political training.®

The third note describes his accomplishments during the first four

months of his assignment. The general tome is pimilar to that of the

‘ preceding notes; 1t ends with very favorable commentee

The last note is dated 18 May 1949 end stabos: "Serious inefficiency
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in the work of the seotion. Great defeote noticed in the material pro-
duced; & machine ckayed by the section has heen found defective and has
cauncd considersble delays in produwstion. The section ohief has beoen found
conpletely responnible for this." Thie phrsee follown underlined in red:

I0harged with sabotasze.!

Tho constant preococupation of the volice of tho "atomic zone" is
cauned by fear of wentern csplonage. While the ATOMGRAD Mo. 1 region is
deoirable from the purely technical standpoint, it presents extremely
serious problems of mecwity and nmrotection in viev of the nearnesc of
thoe Turkich and Iranian borders. In opite of the tight network of sur-
veillance maintained by tho Ruseians along the whole length of thone bor=
dorp, tho numeroun potsibilities of infiltration on the part of Amorican
and Britioh sociret agents caure oxtrome discomfort for Soviet counter-

esplonago in the rogion of ATOMGRAD No. 1.

2
It 1o ronsonable to assume that what is produced in the Rangra vel-
loy 1o no longer a mystury to western esplonage. That 1o the roason for
the endlens precautions teken to the emdleos preceutions teken to estab-

lish a veriteble neutralizing security belt around ATOMGRAD No. 1.

Sometimes a nomad or a group of nomads cross the Turkish or Iranian
borders clandestinely. Most of them are caught by the Soviet police,
who use no discrimination whatsoever. They are lucky if they end up in
& prison or a concentration camp; more often the Soviet patrols open fire

on them.

No aireraft ie authorized to fly over ATOMGRAD Mo 1. The skies above

the %angra valley arc reserved exclusively to alrveraft employed by the
atomic establishments in the area. All other alreraft, even if belonging
to the Soviet Air Forco, will be fired upon by the numerous antiaircraft

batteries stetioned in the valley. No such incident has occurred thus far.
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The files of the pelice detachment of %=83 relate sevoral epiecdes

in connection with western espdonage activities around Atomgrad No. l.

An Armenien preacher from Yerevan gave the ¥=83 police their firet
caune for anxiety. The preacher, proswnahly wder A myetie spell, used
to give declamatory spoeches on the highway and Qirected invectives against
tlose who, according to him, had deviated from the right path indicated
by the Lord and wd decided to pry the secrots of naturoe for dentructive
prRYpoOBED. Then, as if %o furnish proof of what he agsorted, he weuld
point toward the gangrn valley and ite atomic establishmento. "Thone, he

wonld say, "are nothins dut tha dovil's own worlkeshopal"

Tho polico of X-83 soon recoived word of tho thoughtless preacher
was interrupted right in tho middle of one of his impansioned sermons by
a large number of Soviet agonts, who forced him into an automobile and

drove off at grout spoed in the direction of Akh€i. The poor preacher

i

wes subjected to extensive interrogation. His inquisitors were convinced
H that they worc dealing with an obvious case of esplonage and wonted to
know deteils concerning his orgenization. The report does not indicate

\ | whether or not the preacher ever confessed anything. It is lmown, how=

' ¥ ever, that he wes never seen agein along the roads of Yerevan.

Another report states that during tho winter of 1948 -9 a small

police patrol recoived word from an cbservation post located at Tabriz

; that e British agent wao attempting to cross the Irenian border. Counter=
% esplonage agents swung into action at once and succeeded in locabing the

% British agent in an Iranian frontier town, whereupon they arranged to take
i him clandestinely into Soviet territory, where they errested him. The

i report adds only the fact that the British agent was a Patrick Jempson,

age 43.

A gimilar case occurred in February 1949, but had a different ond=
ing., The xéaz police received informetion from Tabriz that an American
agent, whose description was known, Wos about to enter into Soviet tor=
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ritory. Soviet agents lecated him in Ifan and offered to help him crose
the frontier upon advance payment of a large swm, <The crossing of the
|
frontier was undertalen at night at a place which anpeared to have been
left unguarded by the Hygeians, The Amorionn agent becwne susplolous -

and, after reaching Soviet torfitory. ewddenly oxcaped from his travelw
ing companions with the aid of darkness and of the suwrounding weods.
Tho Soviot agents gave the alarm end the entire sron became elive with
policomen and gun shots. The Amorican agont escaped, bdbut thore was no
indication that he might have roturned to Iran. On the contrary, the
next morning there foodprints woro found which indlcated that ho had
mado his way doeper into Soviet torritory. All rouds in that region
wero blockod at=onoe. and a tight dragnet wao undertaken, The American
agont, of cowrae, never succeeded in reaching the %hngra valley, but it
is otill o myntery how he wan abdble to encapo the ascarch eenductoed by an
ontire police brigude and soveral extremely able Soviet countor-espion-

age agents.

The report edmits defeat in torso terms. A supplementary note states
that information has eince been roceived from Turkey to the effect that
a person answering the description of the excaped American agoent has

been locatod thore. .

Another revort states that one day a guard of X-83 noticed a pigeon
flying into a garage and flying away shortly afterwards in & southerly
direction. The guard noticed the same occurrence s few days later and !
reported the incident at once. Elnally, it wae discovered that the
plgeon's destination was the office of a metallurgical eastablighment, o
where thirty-two persons were arrested. The pigeon was capturef and a
small celluloid case was found tied to one of its legm. 1t was learned
from the first interrogetion of the prisoners that a mechénical drafteman
employed in the metallurgical establishment had a mania for courier

pigoons and possessed a small brood 6f them. He used courier pigeons as
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a means of camswnication with a fellow worker employed in a garage of
X-8%, The two friends wers able to prove that thelr messazes had beon
of a pwely personal nature. It was cobablished aleo that the drafie-
man wae homorexual. In view of those extenuatin: circumstances, both

workers were gnly "deprived of froedom" for 3 years.

As pointed out previously, no one at ATOMGRAD No. 1 knows much
boyoni his own o herc of activity. As a rosult, the nolico have few
if any ococasions tn deal with violations of intoranl security. Once
the police learnod that & woman worker had boanted to her roommatos
that she know porfoetly not only the organization and rroductinn of X-83,
but aloo the total numbor of bombs producod sinoco tho boginning of
oporations at ATOMGRAD No. 1. A polico inventisation nsccertained that
thic woman was familiar with technical terms used at the plant, although
ghe wao employed only in tho production of transformers. whoreupon she
wao arrested and confupedly related all thnt she lmew, which turned out
$o bo pure fantasy, completely unrelatod to roality. Her knowledge of
technioal torus was oxplained by the fact that she was the paramour of
an engineer employed in a highly secret dopartment. The result was that
the ongineer and the woman were "deprived of freedom" for 3 and 1%

years ronpectively.

It goos without saying that more serious incddents must have taken

%z
place in the "atomio zone" of the Sangra valley, but I have been unable
to obtain pufficient information to relate them.

According to unconfirmed reports however, the most serious incldent
involved a Gorman scientist, who had been kldnapped from his home in
Borlin at the beginting of 1946 and deported to ATOMGRAD No. 1. It is
reported that he escaped from unit J-7 in May 1949 talcing with him var-
ious charts related to the output and operations of that unit, which
had wiptually boen managed by him, Rumor has it that he was eventually
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captured by the Russisne in the vieinity of the Turkish frontier,

It must be wnderatood that the above rwiore are waconfirmed, But

what ie certain is tlat ne emnloyes of ATOMGRAD Yo. 1 ism permitted to
leave. In fact, what the Soviet nolice do there may be defined as the
devil'e own work.

~BND-
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anptured by the Bunaluins tn the vioinity of tho Tarklsh frontioy,

1t munt bo wileratood that Lhe wbove rumorn are wsonfimed, lut
what Lu eovtadn 1n that no emiloyen of ATOMGRAD Mo, | in permitted to

lonve, In tuot, what the Soviet .oltee o thore my ba dafloed nu the

davilty own work,

=HBND -
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